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SUMMIT MEETING 


On Saturday, April 27, representatives of the Highway Department 
attended a meeting in Summit on the Interstate Route 22 (FAI-102) 
alignment. This meeting had been called by Freeholder Benninger 
for the obvious purpose of allowing officials and citizens of affect- 
ed municipalities to "blow o*f steam" and, of course, had no official 


sanction of either ourselves or the Bureau of Public Roads. 


We explained to the assemblage - estimated at upwards of 200 persons ~ 
that the Route 22 Freeway alignment at this time was approximate only 
and that no recommended alignment oF been determined by the Depart-= 
ae We further explained what would be necessary, engineeringwise, 
before alignment discussions could be conducted with municipal officials 


or used as a basis for a public hearing. 


Gongresswoman Florence Dwyer was present bit played a very minor role 
in the proceedings. Senator Robert Crane took the occasion to explain 
to the assemblage that there are two sides to every story and that the 
Highway Department was following established procedures in not holding 
meetings until they had determined a recommended alignment. He further 
stated that for every letter he received protesting the taking of homes, 
he also received a letter protesting any line which would destroy the 


few remaining undeveloped sections in Union County. 


As the initial turmoil subsided, it appeared that our position is 
better understood as evidamced by (1) the favorable editorial which 


appeared in the NEWARK NEWS on April 29; and an article published in 


NJDCT RESEARCH LIBRARY 
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the ELIZABETH DAILY JOURNAL, copies of which are attached hereto; = 


and (2) - the lack of subsequent protests. 
INTSRSTATE ROUTE CONFERENCE 


There is made a part of this report a map and fact sheet on inter- 
state routes which were the subject of your April 25 Press Conference. 
Because of your familiarity with both the material prepared and results 
obtained from this conference, details are not included herewith. Maps 
and fact sheets on interstate routes are included for the information 


of other recipients of this reporte 
CONCRETE PAVEMENT INSPECTION 


On May 7 and 8 we were visited by 15 members of the Committee on 
Rigid Pavement Design of the Highway Research Board. Their purpose 
in visiting New Jersey was to study our methods in designing both sub- 
grades and pavements capable of withstanding heavy truck traffice In 
general, their inspection routs covered truck routes in the northern 


part of the State, 


It was apreed that New Jersey is doing a splendid job in providing 
pavements capable of withstanding the impact of truck traffic. It was 
unanimously agreed by those in attendance that turck traffic in New 


Jersey was without parallel in the nation. 
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PUBLIC RETATIONS 


During the period April 15-20, both dates inclusive, the BERGEN 
EVENING RECORD ran a series of six articles dealing with tthe pro-~ 
posed Bergen-Passaic Expressway and other highway matters concern- 


ing Bergen County. 


Written by William E. Oriol, of the RECORD'S staff, their presen- 
tation was the culmination of nearly three months of close cooper- 


ation between the Department and the newspaper. 


The series, considered in its entirety, was favorable to the Depart- 
ment's aims and plans for highway inprovements in Bergen County 


principally because of the objectivity of the reporting. 


The first article drew a complete word~picture of the highway problems 
now faced by Bergen County. On this foundation the series then ex- 
plained what the proposed Expressway had to economically offer; a 
physical description of what it would be iikes; listed other highway 
improvements within the county; described our efforts to make existing 
highways safer - and the cost of carrying out such works; then wrapped 
the package up with an vnemotional review of the State's financial 


problems re: highway expansion and imvorovement, 


The concluding paragraph in the series warned the newspaper's nearly 


75,000 circulation "Bergen, a corridor county in a corridor state, has 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS, cont'd 


an enormous stake in the answer which New Jersey residents and 
through them their Legislature must find to this question, possibly 
the most crucial facing Jersey and other States in what is no less 
than a national emergency." (dopy of the series delivered to Gover- 


nor Meyner's office a few days ago). 
ESSEX COUNTY PARK LAND 


This past month saw completion of negotiations and the signing of 
final agreements with the Essex County Park Commission for purchase 
of that portion of their holdings needed for construction of the 


Route 21 Freeway in Belleville and Nutley. 


Completion of the transaction, in which the Department will pay the 
Park Commission $1,135,175 for the Jand and its riparian rights in the 
Passaic River, paves the way for early advertising of the Williams 


Street to Roosevelt Avenue, Belleville, section of the Freeway for bids, 


Construction plans for the project are completed, butmust be reviewed 
by the Bureau of Public Roads, which is sharing equally in its cost, 


before bids can be take by the Department. 


Total area acquired under the negotiated agreement is approximately 


37.5 acres, five and one-half acres of which are riparian Jands,. 
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HIGHWAY PLANNING 


In connection with the Department studies to establisn an alignment 
for that portion of the new F.A.I.-10); route that will replace exist- 
ing Route U. S. 202, our Planning and Traffic Bureau this month began 


an origin and destination survey in the Boonton area of Morris County. 


Department interviewers expect to ask some 6,000 drivers three questims: 
Where did you start your trip? Where will you end your trip? What is 
the purpose of your trip? Each interview is expected to take about 


30 seconds. 


Control stations are set up along the roadside on Route 202 at Myrtle 
Avenue and at Parsippany Boulevard. Thereis a third statio at Mountain 
Lakes Boulevard and Oakland Road, The statims will be operated one at 


a time for two periods of eight hours each. 


Information obtained will be coded andrecorded on punch cards, From 
these cards an analysis of traffic movenents is computed by machine 


methods» 


Advance warning signs notify motorists they are approaching the control 
point when interviews are in progress. To prevent traffic delays, 


State Police are directing traffic during the interview periods, 
oO 


To further help in determining a good alignment for the new inter- 


state route, the Departient will also conduct a traffic volume and 
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HIGHWAY PLANNING, cont'd 


classification count while: the origin and destinatim survey is in 


progress. 
ENGINEER RECRUITMENT 


The Department's recruitment campaign for Junior Engineer Trainees 
at the various colleges throughout the eastern seaboard wound up on 
April 30th with a visit to the campus of the Drexel Institute of Tech- 


nology in Philadelphia. 


In all, visits were made to the placement offices of 19 accredited 
engineering colleges and universities; six other scheduled visits were 
canceled because of a lack of sufficient applicants expressing interest. 
Approximately 80 students who will graduate next month were interviewed 
and offers of employment made to about 70 of them who were considered 


desirable applicants. 


Interest in the employment offered was indicated by a good percentage, 
but because of the poor competitive position of our offer of $410 per 
month in comparison with the average going offer of about $65 per 
month, we have been unable to get any definite commitments. About 12 
applicants are still undecided and we are hopeful that some of these 


will decide to come with the Departuemt,. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 


The frequency of public hearings on proposed alignments of the Inter- 
state routes is. beginning to step up now that the many details that 
must go into arriving at a line we could recommend are falling into 


place. 


On May 1 a 12/6 mile portion of the Route 6 relocation (now referred 
to as F.A.I.-101) was the subject of public hearing at the Roxbury 
Township municipal building in Morris County. The session produced 
few objections to our proposal and they, as one newspaper put it, were 
mainly from people whose homes would have to be moved to make way for 


the freeway. 


A hearing on our alignment proposal for the 13-mile section of F.A.I.- 
10) between U. S. Routes 1 and 22, which has been popularly referred 
to as the Middlesex Freeway, is scheduled for May 1) at the Metuchen 
Boro Hall in Middlesex County. In order to publicize this hearing, 
our Public Relations office prepared andsent small scale maps showing 
the proposed alignment, and a descriptive news release, to all Middle- 
sex and Somerset County weeklies and dailies. In addition, the same 
material wes sent to all daily newspapers in the northern and central 
parts of the State and to selected engineering and construction maga-= 
zines. Newspaper use of the maps indicate a wide interest in our 


progress on the interstate routes, 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS, cont'd 


Another hearing, this one on proposed alignment of a 10-mile 
section of F.A.I.-108 (Route 60) between Warwick Road and Marne 
Highway in Camden and Gloucester Counties.is scheduled for May 21 


at the Delaware Township Municipal Building. 


TRAPROCK 


On May 6 we met with members of the traprock industry to discuss 
claimed advantages of their product as a coarse aggregate in con- 


crete. 


The group was headed by the Kingston Trap Rock Company which has 
exerted considerable pressure to eliminate competitive products. 


Professor Winterkorn, of Prinveton, acted as their ‘technical adviser. 


It is entirely possible that in theory traprock has certain advantages 
over slag, dolomite, limestone and gravel. Regardless of this, we 

are primarily interested in whether or not traprock produces a more 
lasting pavement. Since that is our main concern, we are making ex- 
haustive studies prior to comnitting ourselves to any. single product. 
The final decision will be decided on the merits of respective pro- 


ducts tested, 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTORS REJECTED BID 


On April 25 we met with Public Constructors, the low bidder on the 


latest section of Route 2, the Camden North-South Freeway. At the 
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PUBLIC CONSTRUCTORS REJECTED BID, cont'd 


time their bid was presented on April 2 they did not qualify because 
they had too much other work under way to permit additional commit- 
ments with the financial set-up then presented. After a thor ough 

investigation, it was decided to re-advertise the project. New bids 


will be received on May 23. 
PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 


William Gaffney, of the New Jersey Petroleum Institute, visited us on 
May 13 to discuss his employer's position regarding ah additional one 


cent gas tax for road construction. 


He has taken the stand that an additional one cent gasoline tax for high- 
way construction will inevitably find its way into the school program 
because as he puts it "they maintain the strongest lobby in the State 


. and in the nation." 


It was possible to determine that Gaffney has taken a blind stand against 
any increase in the tax on gasoline despite the industry's apparent readi- 


ness to up the price of gasoline on the teact _ provocation. 


While we did not in fact convert him to our position, we at least pointed 
out a few things he apparently had ovérlooked. He assured us that he will 
present this material to his board of directors when he meets with them 


this week. 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS VISIT 


Regional Director Swain of the Bureau of Public Roads and his District 
ee teee paid us a visit on April 26 to discuss the general program. 

We told them of our latest Washington trip and the misstatements re: 
our progress under the Federal Highway Program. We also acquainted 
them with the details of how Washington had prematurely divulged the 
alignment approximation of Route 22 (F.A.I. 102). They, or course, had 


no explanation for either. 
PATERSON GROUP 


On May 5 we met with Governor Meyner, Garden State Officials, and the 
Forward Paterson group in the State House. Following the meeting at 
which the Governor presided, the groups adjourned to other quarters 

and discussed in detail the several items on their programs. These, 

as you know, include a Parkway spur into Paterson and several highway 
improvements including Route 21 from Newark. It is my impression that 
much good came from the meeting since they at least know for the first 
time why some of these requests could not be granted. We are being given 
maps of their master plan which will be Heiney with them later with 


the view of seeing what, if anything, can be done to assist them A 


visit to Paterson is soon to be scheduled, 


be) vege ~ 
te. Lie wee 4” 


ve 


¥ 


CONSTRUCTION BIDS RECEIVED 


April 9 = Route 17, Planting from Ramapo River 
to Franklin Turnpike, Bergen County. 


* Mercer Contracting Co., Trenton 


=> 


$ 2h,904.50 


April 9 «= Echo Lake Road, Reconstruction, 
Federal Aid Secondary, Passaic 


County. 
* Cofrancesco Constr. Co., Paterson $ 377,593.14 


April 16 «= Route 6 Resurfacing at Denville, 
Morris County. 


* Marsellis-Warner Corpe, Montclair $ 29,687.30 


April 16 = Route 69 (Pennington Road) Widening, 
Bull Run Road to Pennington Circle, 
Hopewell Twp., Mercer County. 


# A. J. Cunningham & Sons, Trenton & 202,113.55 


April 16 = Meisel Ave. Reconstructio, Spring-~ 
field Twp., Union County. Federal 
Aid Secondary. 


* Marsellis-Warer Corp., Montclair a eas Pye) Myles 


April 16 - Forest Ave., Reconstructim, Federal 
Aid Secondary, Bergen County. 
* P, Michelotti & Sons, Saddle Brook $ 867,805.3h 


April 30 - Parkway Ave., Reconstruction, wing 
Twoe, Mercer County, Federal Aid 


Secondary 
* A, J. Cunningham & Sons, Trenton $ 109,713.00 


April 30 = Route 38 - Haddonfield Rd., Interec 
section, Planting, Camden County. 


* Mercer Contracting Co., Trenton is 4,919.65 
Total $ 1, 750,2)0.8h, 


*% Low Bidders 
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CONTRACTS AWARDED 


April 15 


April 16 


April 2h 


April 2h 


April 25 


April 29 


May 8 


Route 17, Planting from Ramapo River to 
Franklin Turnpike, Bergen County. 


Mercer Contracting Co., Trenton - 


Route 23, Clove River Bridge and High- 
way Improvements, Wantage Twp., Sussex 
County. 


Willis & Paul Ince, Branchville 


Replacement of Canton Drain Bridge and 
Approaches. Federal Aid Secondary, 
Salem County. 


CG. Fiske Campbell, Inc., Bridgeton - 


Echo Lake Road, Reconstruction, Federal 
Aid Secondary, Passaic County. 


Cofrancesco Construction Co., Paterson - 


Route 69 (Pennington Road) Widening, 
Bull Run Road to Pennington Circle, 

Hopewell Township, Mercer County, 

A. J. Cunningham & Sons, Trenton - 


Route 6 Resurfacing at Denville, 
Morris County. 


Marsellis-Wamer Corp., Montclair - 


Meisel Avenue Reconstruction in 
Springfield Two., Union County, 
Federal Aid Secondary. 
Marsellis-Warner Corp., Montclair - 


Route 38-Haddonfield Road, Planting, 
Camden County. 


Nercer Contracting Co., Trenton 


$ 2,904.50 


$ 372,986.66 


$ 67,878.08 


$ 377,593-1h 


$ 202,113.55 


$ 29,687.30 


> 133,20).36 


© 4,919.65 


$ 1,213,587.2h 
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ADVERTISED FOR BIDS 


May 23 


Route U. S. 206, Widening & Resurfacing from 
Columbus to Chambers Corner, in Mansfield and 
Springfield Townships, Burlington County. 
Federal Project No. F-100 (8), 3.568 miles. 


Route 2 Freeway, Grading, Bridges and Incidental 
Paving from Coles Road to Turnersville in Gloucester 
and Washington Townships, Camden and Gloucester 
Counties. Federal Project No. F-193(6), 3.111 miles. 


Route lj2 Freeway, Paving and Drainage from Station 
323 to Route lj2 (Black Horse Pike) in Boroughs of 
Bellmawr and Runnemede and Townships of Deptford 
and Gloucester, Camden and Gloucester Counties. 

Federal Project No. F-193 (9), h.17) miles. 

(This project is re-advertised as result of bids 
received April 2.) 
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tHliz. Daily Journal 


5/8/57 


‘Crocodile Tears’ on Route 22 
Attributed to Mrs. Dwyer 


City Atty. Pfeferstein 
New Path Is Political 


Claims Her Concern Over 
Chicanery—Cites Vote 


For Turnpike Extension 5 Years Ago 
City Atty. Jacob Pfeferstein today chided Rep. Florence 


P. Dwyer for what he charged 


was politically inspired concern 


over the route of the proposed realigned Route 22. 


’ He said her recent interest in® 


the highway relocation was a 
contrast to an action of five years 
ago, when she was in the Assem- 
bly. 

On that occasion, he declared, 
she voted for an east-west turn- 
pike extension “without the 
faintest idea” of where this high- 
way would be constructed. 

Mr. Pfeferstein recalled his 
own efforts to learn something 
about the ‘extension and the 
trouble in general the city had 
with that part of the turnpike 
built in Elizabeth. 


Finds It ‘Amusing’ 


. “Tt was amusing to read re- 
cently of the crocodile tears that 
Congresswoman Dwyer shed,” 
the city attorney said. 

He referred to a statement in 
‘which she accused the State 
Highway Department of erring 
jn submitting a proposed re- 
alignment to the federal govern- 
ment before comNcting public 
hearings. 


“Her sudden interest in the, 
location of hignways,” Mr. Pfe-| 
ferstein continued, ‘startles 
those of us who took part in thé 
Big Battle of the Turnpike — 
Elizabet1’s Jong and losing fight 
to minimize the damages caused: 
by the New Jersey Turnpike. 

“This supposed great interest 
is nothing but political chicanery 
and Mrs. Dwyer knows it. It 
probably is a smoke screen to 
cover up her own voting record 
on the matter of highway lo- 
cations.” 


No Route Mentioned 


Mr. Pfeferstcin said that Mrs, | 
Dwyer in 1952 voted for Senate 
Bill 188, which empowered the 
turnpike authority to build the 
east-west extension through the 
counties of Bergen, Hudson, Pas- 
saic, Essex, Union and Middlesex 
“but did not stipulate the route.” 

Citing his effort to learn some- 
thing about the effect the exten- 
sion might have on this city, he 
said all he received was an au- 
thority letter which stated that 
“no detailed studies have been 
made of a route through the 
Elizabeth area, and, therefore, no 
information is available at this 
time.” 

Still No Word 

“There still is no information 
Jand it is just possible that when 
the State Highway Department 
gets through constructing relo- 
cated Route 22, then the turn- 
pike authority will build its ex- 
tension along the blank-check 
route for which Mrs. Dwyer 
voted,” the attorney declared. 

“If Mrs. Dwyer was so con- 
Teerned about highway |. align- 
ments,” he asked, “why did she 


{not insist on knowing the route 


before she voted for the bill?” 
“We in Elizabeth hope,” he 
added, “that the citizens to the 
-west do not have to suffer what 
Elizabeth did: A Chinese wall 
extending through the greater 
part of the city, where at least 
200 homes were removed at a 
loss of about 1142 million dollars 
in ratables. 
| “The loss was equal to about 
'$130,000 annually in taxes, a 
isum. now borne as_ additional 
real estate taxes.” 
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EDITORIAL 


NEWARK EVENING NEWS - April 29, 1957, 


‘The Highway Program 
ETWEEN a _ new _highway’s 


F origin, in the figures on-a 
traffic counter, and the day when 


the governor drives the first car 


over it a lot of things have to 
happen, especially when the fed- 
era], government is putting up 
most of the money. 

The new federal highway’ pro- 
gram is vast and complex. Those 


-concerned with its development 
offer convincing reasons why it 
is progressing so slowly, not only, 
_in New Jersey, but throughout the 


country. Not least responsible 
for delay is the necessity for con- 
sulting the federal government at 
almost every step. 

In preparing the program which 
Commissioner Palmer announced 
the other day, the State Highway 
Department had to take a lot of 
steps, and it will have to take 
many more before all those roads 


cll 


are in operation. 
‘It had to begin with the fact 


that, in planning a 13-year pro-: 


gram, it had to consider future 
needs as well as the present. 
Capacity studies had to be made 
of every route. These showed 
whether existing congestion could 
be overcome by widening and 
reconstruction or whether a new 
alignment would be necessary. 

Tentative approval of the pro- 
gram by the Federal Bureau of 


Public Roads is only the bégin- 


ning. Development of each proj- 
Satis- 
fied that a recommendation by 
the State Highway Department 
meets the ultimate objectives of 
the federal program, which in- 
clude not only economic consid- 
erations, but national defense, the 
bureau directs costs studies and 
the preparation of a rough align- 
ment. If cost estimates are ac- 


ceptable, a more detailed align- 


‘Ment is drawn. 


Then the department must con- 


“ult local officials and conduct 
‘public hearings. 


These may lead 
to changes in the alignment, 
which goes back to the bureau, 
along with transcripts of the pub-. 
lic hearings. The bureau consid- 
ers local objections, may overrule 
them or direct modifications in 
the alignment. 

Then comes the drafting of de- 
tailed engineering plans. And 
these go to Washington. 


ground that a curve is too sharp 
or a grade too steep. Not until 
the plans are cleared can the 
state begin to acquire a right of 


way and advertise for bids. 


The bids must have federal ap- 
proval before contracts can be 
awarded. Now we are ready to 
start building.. The contractors 
will be paid in installments as the 
work progresses, and each pay: 
ment must have federal approval. 


Somewhere along the line an 


order of priority for the various 


projects must be established, -a 
decision which also involves not 
only state needs, but national 
policies. 

It is easy to see why formula- 
tion of a highway program must 
take a lot of time’ New Jersey 
has unusually difficult problems 
because so many of the new high- 
ways must run through con- 


‘gested areas, which means: that 


much opposition and .misunder- 
standing must be overcome. The 
Hepartment must deal with the 
fact that everyone favors new 
highways, provided they run 
through some other town, a natu- 
ral enough attitude that somehow 
must be reconciled with the ideas 
of the federal government. 


The . 
_ bureau may direct changes on the 
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¢ FAI. 101 (US46) 80 Mi. 
F.A.1. 102 (US 22) 70 Mi. 
FAI. 103 (US1) 64 Mi. 
F.A.1. 104 (US 202) 50 Mi. 
F.A.1. 105 (Rt.3) 21 Mi. 


F.A.1. 107 (Rt.28) 6 Mi. 
F.A.1.108 (US 130) 65 Mi. 
F.A.1.109 (Rt.42) TMi. 
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FACT SHEET ON INTERSTATE SYSTEM 
1. - New Jersey has eight routes which have been designated a part of the 
40,000-mile national system of Interstate and Defense Highways. 


2. - The Federal Government will pay 90% of the cost of these routes - 
the State 10%, 


3. - There will be a total of 363 miles of interstate routes in New Jersey 
as follows: 


Route Map Letter Location Length 
% FAI 101(US)6) B Geo.Washington Br. to Columbia 80 miles 
FAI 102(US22) A Holland Tunnel to Phillipsburg 7.08 
FAI 103(US 1) F Trenton to near Geo.Wash. Bre Gy. 4 
FAI 10),(US202) C New York State Line to U.S.1 
(Woodbridge) So oo 
FAI 105(Rt. 3) D Lincoln Tunnel to FAI 104 elas 
FAI 107(RT.28) E Goethels Br. to U. S. 22 Ory a8 
FAI 108(US130) G (Deepwater to Trenton) 65'e@. 
FAI 109(Rt.)2) H Ben Franklin Br. to U.S. 130 Tet 


363 tt 


hh. = All Interstate routes will be designed as freeways with ingress and 
egress only at predetermined points of interchangee 


5. = Local roads and streets will be overpassed or underpassed, 


6. - New Jersey's Interstate freeways will be constructed over a 13-year 
period under the terms of Federal Program. 


% FAI is a federal destgnation and is an abbreviation of Federal Aid Interstate. 


FAT 106 was not assigned in New Jersey. 
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MIDDLESEX FREEWAY, a portion of Federal 
Aid Interstate Route 104 alignment. 
Hearing scheduled for May 14 at Metuchen, 
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MIDDLESEX FREEWAY, a portion of Federal 
Aid Interstate Route 104 alignment. 
Hearing scheduled for May 14 at Metuchen, 
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N.J. STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1957 
MIDDLESEX FREEWAY 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE WoAe ret TOR 


Trenton, May 3.- The State Highway Department will hold a public 
hearing on proposed alignment of the Middlesex Freeway, between U. 5S. 
Routes 1 and 22, at the Metuchen borough hall on May 14, 

Set for 10 a.m., the session is being held by the Repeeniert to 
formally receive suggestions on the proposed alignment from the 
general public before final route location recommendations are made to 
the federal Bureau of Public Roads. 

‘Informal meetings between the Highway Department and public 
officials on both County and Municipal level have already been held 
and many local suggestions are reflected in the alignment that will 
be the basis of the public hearing, 

Although popularly referred to as the Middlesex Freeway, the 
alignment to be discussed is a 1l3-mile portion of a new circumferen- 
tial federal interstate and defense route that will, after reaching 
Route U.S. 22, swing northerly and cross the state border near Suffern. 

The entire route, 50 miles long, is now designated as F.A.I. 104, 
Its northern section is sometimes referred to as a relocation of 
existing Route U.S. 202. Because its construction has been approved 
as a part of the national system of interstate and defense routes, the 
federal government will pay 90 percent of the cost. 


The alignment that will be discussed is described as starting at 
Route U.S. 1, passing south of Metuchen, north of Hadley Airport in 
Piscataway Township, parallel to the Reading Railroad, then southwester- 
ly to the Raritan River. It crosses the river in the vicinity of 
Fieldville, goes south of South Bound Brook, recrosses the Raritan 
River as it swings northwesterly through Bridgewater Township, crosses 


Route 28 and meets Route U.S. 22 west of Bound Brook. 
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ROUTE 60, a portion of F.A.I. Route 108 
alignment. 


Hearing scheduled for May 21 at Erlton. 
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ROUTE 60, a portion of F.A.I. Route 108 
alignment. 


Hearing scheduled for May 21 at Erlton. 


N.d. STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1957 
HEARING 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE F.A.I,. 108 


Trenton, May 13.- The State Highway Department will hold a public 
hearing on proposed alignment of a 10-1/2 mile section of F. A. I. 
108 between Warwick Road, Camden County, and the Marne Highway, 
Burlington County, at the Delaware Township Municipal Building, 
Erlton, May 21. 


The alignment to be discussed at the 10 a.m. meeting is part of 
of the proposed new 65-mile interstate freeway that will ultimately 
connect the Camden and Trenton areas with the Delaware Memorial Bridge 
at Deepwater. The portion up for public hearing has been known 
locally as proposed Route 60, 

The session is being held by the Department to formally receive 
comments on the proposed alignment from the general public before 
final route locations are recommended to the Federal Bureau of Public 
Roads. 

Informal meetings between the Highway Department and public 
officials on both county and municipal level have already been held 
and many local suggestions are reflected in the alignment as it is now 
proposed. 

Following the public hearing the Department will incorporate 
further modifications in its proposed alignment that may be offered 
by the public and appear to be substantially desirable from an 
engineering or public interest point of view, The recommended align- 
ment, and a transcript of the hearing, will then be forwarded to the 
Bureau of Public Roads for its action before the Department's con- 
struction plans can be undertaken. 

The alignment to be discussed is described as starting at Warwick 
Road and passing along the easterly boundary of Tavistock, through 
Delaware Township somewhat parallel to and west of the New Jersey 
Turnpike, crossing the Burlington County line into Mt. Laurel and 
continuing west of the New Jersey Turnpike, under Route 38 to a 


point at Marne Highway near its intersection with Westfield Road. 
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NJ. STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1957 
ROUTE U.S. 1 - AMBOY AVENUE 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE Edison Twp., Middlesex County. 


Trenton, Apr. 30.- With the "biggest half" of its work in 
converting the once-dangerous Route U.S. 1 - Amboy Avenue inter- 
section, Edison Township, Middlesex County, to a modern grade 
separation now completed, the State Highway Department has announced 
the project will soon enter a "critical stage" in traffic control. 
The average 33,000 vehicles a day traffic load on U.S. 1 now skirts 
the construction area on a detour roadway. The point here the 
detour roadway joins Route 1 at the southerly end of the work area 
is dictated to a large degree by immediate proximity of the Route 1 
bridge over the Lehigh Valley Roadroad. In this junction area 
portions of existing Route 1 concrete pavement must be removed and 
replaced at new elevations before the mainline highway can be 
reopened to through traffic. During this period the Highway Depart- 
ment will require the contractor to furnish a:dvance warning 
Signs, barricades, traffic cones, flares and trained traffic 
directors to assure that traffic is kept moving safely. The 
$765,500 project will allow Route 1 traffic to overpass heavily 
traveled Amboy Avenue and has been underway since last June. The 
contractor, Louis Zimmerman & Sons, of Hillside, has approximately 
45 working days left in which to complete the work. 

The above photograph was taken this week looking northerly 
on Route 1 from the deck of the newly completed bridge. Workmen 
are shown preparing the new embankment to receive heavy reinforced 


concrete bridge approach pavement slabs. 
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NeJ. STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1957 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE =.APRIL 22. SHASIDE HEIGHTS = Route 37 


CAPTION FOR PHOTOGRAPH 


With less than one-fifth of the contractor's allowable working 
time elapsed the State Highway Department's proposed new $2.9 million 
approach system to the Seaside Heights area is beginning to take shape. 

The aerial view, looking to the south-east over the project, 
with Seaside Heights in the upper left and Pelican Island lower right, 
was taken last week, Next step in the project is construction of a 
temporary detour roadway along the northerly edge of the dredged-in 
fill. The detour roadway, worked out by the Department with local 
officials and State pelican will handle early summer traffic of Route 
67 - main feeder highway to the popular seashore resort area that 
comprises Seaside Heights and adjacent communities - while removal of 
the original two-lane timber trestle that carries the highway between 
Pelican Island and Seaside Heights and other work is undertaken. 

Plans for the project call for building a four-lane divided 
highway across Pelican Island from the Route 37 Barnegat Bay Bridge 
(Mathis Bridge) to a modified cloverleaf interchange to be con- 
structed on the filled in portion of waterfront adjoining the western 
edge of Seaside Heights. From this point divided roadways will extend 


north and south along the shore line to form connection with Route 35 
and Central Avenue in Dover Township and Bay View Avenue and Central 
Avenue in Seaside Park. The Reid Contracting Co., of Woodbridge, 


has the prime contract and began work September 18. 


Creation of the traffic distribution and collection system that 
the new interchange comprises will pave the way for ultimate dualiza- 


tion of the Mathis Bridge and Route 37 as far westerly as the Garden 


State Parkway near Toms River. 
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ROUTE 69 (Pennington Road) widening, Hopewell 
Township, Mercer County. Contract awarded 
April 25. (see next page for details). 


NeJ» STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1957 


ROUTE 69 - Pennington Road 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE Award of Contract, 


Trenton, Apr. 25.=- The State Highway Department today announced 
it has awarded a contract for widening Pennington Road (Route 69) 
from Bull Run Road to the Pennington Civole., in Hopewell Rese tc: 
Mercer County, to A. J. Cunningham & Boel Trenton. 

The award was made in the amount of $202,413.55 - the amount 
bid by the firm on April 16. 

The proposed work would complete conversion of the present two- 
lane highway to a four-lane facility between Parkway Avenue and the 
Pennington Circle, a distance of about five miles. 

According to Highway Department plans the existing useable road- 
_ way surface, which is refnforced concrete 20 feet wide, will be 
widened to 46 feet. Thig Will be accomplished by utilizing present 
concrete surface as a base course, constructing a 23 foot width of 
macadam base course on its easterly side, a three foot wide strip of 
concrete base course on the westerly side, and surfacing the entire 
width with bituminous concrete. 

Specifications call for completion of the project within 60 
working days after the contract is executed. The contractor will 
be required to maintain twoeway traffie on Route 69 at all times 
during the construction period except during periods of light travel 
when it may become necessary £0 reduce the roadway to one lane for 


short periods. 
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ROUTE 25 Bridge over Clove River and 
highway construction at Colesville, 
Sussex County. Contract awarded 
Aprile l6; (see next page for details). 
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N.d. STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1957 
ROUTE 23 - Sussex County 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE Award of Contract. 


Beeteton. Apr. 17.- The State Highway Department today announced 
it has awarded a contract for replacing the Route 23 bridge over 
Clove River and reconstructing portions of the highway adjacent to 
the bridge and at Colesville, both in Sussex County, to the firm of 
Willis & Paul, Inc., of Branchville. 

The Branchville firm's $372,986.66 bid was the lowest of six 
submitted to the Department on April 2 by competitive firms. 

The original structure at Clove River was washed out by flash 
floods that resultsd from heavy rainfall accompanying the hurricanes 
of August 1955. <A temporary structure erected by the Highway Depart- 
ment at that time has served since. 

The new bridge will be constructed 150 feet east, or upstream, 
of its present location. In conjunction with the bridge replace- 
ment the highway will be realigned for a total distance of 1,600 
feet. 

The new concrete structure will provide a 537-foot wide stream 
opening and 10-foot clearance above normal water level. Its deck 
will accommodate a 44-foot wide roadway flanked by 6-foot wide 
shoulders. 

Realignment of the highway 800 feet immediately adjacent to 
each end of the bridge will eliminate an existing reverse curvature 
of the roadway. The completed and realigned portion will consist 
of a 24-foot wide riding surface, bituminous concrete on macadam 


base, and a 10-foot wide hard surfaced shoulder on each side. 
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ROUTE 23 - Sussex County 
Award of contract. 


At Colesville approximately four miles northerly on Route 23, 
the work includes replacement of two existing culverts and a slight 
realignment of a 2,900 foot long section of the highway there in 
order to eliminate two curves in the road. 

One of the existing structures is constructed of stone masonry 
and will be replaced by a reinforced concrete culvert 10 feet wide 
and four feet high. The other replacement will be. made by installa- 
tion of a corrugated metal plate pipe arch 7 feet wide and 5 feet 
high. 


The entire project is to be completed within 190 working days. 
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